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York Yaliage comier was gnce BEONEDLERE . CRAvBing
PEoneh mesutriul, and sste. Teday 1t o 1O0COmMEALISNGE . ughy

and to s degruve dangerous. Ave we of this guBeration, wiin

=g

all our “progie=s” and techpioal nvedtions 4o admit thai
WEoLannG: conbTive So 9TFEAT au arcs ws ohis village
“enter? ¥hy bave we not doms zov? in eaviier days pacple
Yere meye ready diu work Logesher ta a COMMGTE purposd .
They porcesved rhe poed of = convenieny village Lenter
and in sy coutviving they at the same cime achievad a
simple bul =fécetive hSarmony . arising largely from that

5 ingulaiviiy of purpese. Today we see ihe resuls of later
forgetiing 9f thal common purpos<. RBach hasz worked for

Dis own spmediate gain gnd acvBieved i1, with litible oo

Ru altenison %o his peigbbors. No builéing harmoniges wibh
apy uwither. apd few have any claim o atiracliveness in
themselves . gnd when the auiomobiis EBoiciph s mew volumes

of itravel. pew spesds, and with them vew dangers. nothing
#an dene sbout 1t beyond marking & {ew linex on the olé
horse-and-buggy roadwayr and porting a hop=ful polige
of¥acer a% {bhe worse Epois. You all koow the Torvrlles
tangled wraffi- difficuliy cf cyossing the street cop

foat, and hardly asoy Flats i park your car.

And yet, even today the zoluiioen 13 quite simples, {i
v=yd npot be achisved at once by & singls burst of BUEIVILY
but may be brought sbouy over a series of yeats, aceomplizhe
iag those improvemenis most casily brought about and :shose
remedying the mosi glaring defects first. ¢ oaly a plao
i3 followsd, sach smove will doveinil with those ihat P
ceded it and preduce s cumulabive effect which in ths
sud will resiore York Village center o COnvenRience,
vharm and safety. Furibermore the plen berewith precented
should net by luoked upen as fixed aund fiowl,--it is airly
s first approximete skebch to be refined aod moulded agz 11
15 carried out 0 as Lo £ii the nesds exactiy. Without s
2 plan chaoes will continue, little beoefis will ever be
achiered and new mistakes will be mpde. Businesz and summer

attivities will go elsewhers.



“he pltan presenied siould theretore . de though' i s:
s ullimats plan. ailempiing ww meel the peeds Tor Fear: to
come . Lt divides paiurally isio Lwoe parts - - APPHATRIN: S D
traffic provisions.,

Tork Viilage center cab aga:ip be wade abtraciizz if ils
individual beiidings are brought inic hermony. This does not
requirs Learing them down, bul dees involve mod:fying their
fronis av least. az for eiamyle, by overcoaving in am appre-
priafe riyle. ¥helher ws like wodern goollisesiurs or soew. 14

bhe geauis of this placs. York » main busipesc

doss not
1& pevving ihe summer visitors and tourists. Asids from che
ailraction of ylimais, wcean, shore and patural langscaps, 1%
i# tize charm of old Hew Bagland ithat pleases. York Villags

T&H

"t

wgain and peipeiuste that charm. At tiz portih ead. tha

tawn beltl and old jail, and 2n all direclioss the older white

Bouses, pregs closs be the newer structures erected im the
copter ruself. Somse of these. sush as the garags . are pol ooy
of Keeping. )

To rliustrate whai cap be done. the acoconpanying skeich
shows the largest greup. the buildings on the northsasi side
of the cepter, brought jinto haxmony by designing cotoniai
brick facedes vith wooden oT sione frim. commecied by zcreemn-
walls pierced by openings for pedesicians to the prujacisd
prriing space in the rear. Meedless to may., the iwe Llargs
electricity polls and wires ia the center should at the samec
iime be removed, and the wires either brought 4o ihs barldings
frewm ihs vear: ar bsbtar, undergroond. This is by oo weens un
vnrsasonsble confributicn for the wtiiity compeny to make,

Tor 12 hes a very great sbake im the folure of the communivy .

Crees, chiefly elmz, were formerly an importani faeio
in bhe ¢harn of Towk Village. & mumber of fine treos still
vemain and should be cherished, or if they die. be replacod
4% each of the enirences o the wepLor, tree growth sheould he
Tetained anf furither developed where trees are missing.

York Village is ferdumstis is that it 1z mol penetraied by
& majior ihrough traffic route. Dn the other hand . howewezr,
much traffic goes aroumd ii, local tratfic must of pecedszity
#Rber i1, -~ apd the secondary vouhe 1.3, iz, which is the
majer acness vouts g York Harbor aad Fark Beach,; will doubiless

soniinue Lo pass thvouglh the villege centor.



fhe Siate Highway Cummizsion s iraffic count, taken
July 12 te 1% of thir yeer. ai the vequesi of fhe Sutasoime
as & background for this vepori, roveals that ihe 24-hour
daily average traffie for the woek on Main Street at Lhe
Bapk 1s 6.101 cars. tha'l ihe highest hour, frem 5 to 6 ..
Supday. 15 746 cars: Ssturday 532 cars: asd on a weskndiy,

47% cars. Their counis ars appended to lhis repori. The
accompaning map supplied by them shows wraffic co all iosds
pas=ing through the cenier.

A% iz clear that a first requisite of the uliimete
traffic plan is Yo provids space for itwe lancy of woving
velicles un zach direction for the length of Main Sirec:

This tbe plan presented herewsith does,

Second, . wherever practresal. space for cars parked

I ratlel to the curb sbould be provided end marked off. This
the plan does by moving the sidewalhs back onto private preperiy
This smell loss of tand, which xs reglly & loss in depth only,
as the frontage —- a new improved frontage, =- iz reiaiped,
13 the price thal musi be pard to keep the cemter abreazi ui
medern nseds created by #odaem «RVentlons, aoctably the auto -
wmobile. The plan will provide zo vliimate space for 6% cars
perked along the highways. and for & liberal-zized bus sLop
in egeh direction,

Long before all ithese spaces are provided. «— 1p fact
8t bhe very ouiset,-—-peed will be feli for additienal parking
c¢lose %y the principal group of stores. This the plan proviges
in the ferm of & large doubls parking lot for 42 cars running
behind the 3tores - on the northeast z2ide of the center, with
vehicular entravces at each «nd, apd pedestrian entrances
bhetween the atore building, as previously described. As Bhis
parking lot will be at a lower level than Main Street, 1t will
aiso promote the use of the basements of ihe stores bebweesn
it and Mein Siresi, wherever and whemever that proves advantagecus.

Oaly one buirlding interferes with ihe complete develepment
@f the plan: z small ane-story wooden stors, comparatively ve.
cently constructed, on the north side of Main Sireet at the
©ast end of thw village. Here a building line should be estab.-
lished so thet vhen & modern store building iz erected it may



cenpform te the oiher buildings in the center. L wi

eurlding iinz on Lhe oppusite side of Main Street will bripg
about #onformily whenever the dweklings thers are L

Nyt

by stores

¥oy pedesirian Fafely marked crosswalks are indiceted.
-t may be found Qecessary o install traffic bights vo briag
8}l vehicular iraffic to 8 standstill while pedestrians have
e raght.ofcwsy. No viher lights are indicated for ohe Bresany
as Long Sands Roed braffic is anly 457 «f Main Shkveei.
Beither is one wey traffic on the sides of i{he triangle st whe
@ouih of Long Sands Read todicated —- though 2% way later be
tried out of Cr¥veloping conditions seem to warrapt &% tho
four eatrasces tg ihe CcEnhEr S$igns showld be marntained as
tad sated - . with some such Levdice o “Businesz Distrigi™ DI
“Viliage” and "Siow.v Enforcement of sately, trafPic, and
mrkiug regulations should then be reduced o a mEinimum of
policing.

fo ithese ways York Yillage center may be mads tu servs
Le& purpose effectively and atiractively duriag the years 1
come ,






